-

Spotlight
Artivist

Changemaker
y

-

£
i

Zakir Husain Tanha

Af

A Visionary Bridging Art, Culture, and
Global Renaissance

s

editor@venturepulsemag.com | | www.venturepulsemag.com



/ Venture Pulse \

Zakir Husain (Tanha): A Visionary Bridging Art,
Culture, and Global Renaissance

Today, the art world is more than galleries and collectors - it is a global
economic engine. According to PwC's 2024 report, the GCC's creative
economy is expected to reach $75 billion by 2030, largely fueled by
government investment in arts, culture, and tourism. Zakir Husain's
presence at key UAE platforms like World Art Dubai, Liwa Art Hub, and
Index Art Fair not only positions him within this economic surge, but also
aligns him with the region’s vision of creative-led development.

Zakir Husain - widely known by his artistic
moniker Tanha - has emerged as one of the
most compelling contemporary visual
artists from India.

Zakir's artistic language fuses surrealism,
abstraction, symbolism, conceptual art, and
realism, allowing his works to speak across
borders and belief systems. His art does not
merely illustrate; it evokes, questions, and
heals - often tackling topics like social
injustice, gender equality, environmental
collapse, and internal emotional struggles.

As Zakir puts it: “Art, to me, is not about decoration - it's about

reflection. It's about looking into the soul of society and asking,
‘What can we become?’”

Operating from his studio in Mumbai, Zakir has consistently delivered
deeply original and emotionally resonant works that have found homes in
prestigious exhibitions including Jehangir Art Gallery (Mumbai), Darpan
Art Gallery (Pune), State Gallery of Art (Hyderabad) and dozens more.
Internationally, he has become a recurring name at events like World Art
Dubai, Affordable Art Fairs in Singapore, Hong Kong, and Amsterdam, and
the Wonju Art Fair in South Korea.
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Powering Global Economies Through Artistic Dialogue

Asia's art market, currently valued at $13.2 billion (Art Basel & UBS 2024), is
thriving in hubs like Seoul, Singapore, and Mumbai - cities where Zakir has
held significant exhibitions. His work speaks to cross-cultural identity,
resonating with Asian audiences searching for both rootedness and
innovation.

In Europe, where creative industries contribute over 4.4% of GDP and
employ 8.7 million people (UNESCO, 2023), Zakir's exhibitions in
Amsterdam and Belgium have introduced a South Asian voice that
complements Europe's hunger for new narratives. His blend of Indian
storytelling and global technique has attracted both curators and
collectors seeking fresh yet meaningful works.

Zakir is not just painting; he is building bridges - between East and West,
tradition and innovation, emotion and economy. Through over 30+
international exhibitions and cross-border camps - from Abu Dhabi to Goa
- he's helping cultivate a global art ecosystem that supports dialogue,
empathy, and sustainable development.

“I believe art has a silent but powerful voice - it speaks when words
fail. It can question injustice, heal pain, and inspire progress. In a

divided world, artists are the connectors.” - Zakir Husain (Tanha)
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A Legacy of Meaning, Market, and Emotional Impact

Zakir Husain's legacy is not defined by
awards alone - it lies in his intentional use of
creativity as a tool for change. His series on
gender rights ("Bint-e-Hawa"), recognized
by Anjuman-l-Islam, speaks of women’s
empowerment. His work in anti-tobacco
advocacy and environmental conservation
has received widespread acclaim across
NGOs, educators, and health institutions.

* Special Achievement Award, Model on
Human History

* Anti-Tobacco Campaign Award,
Anjuman-I-Islam, Mumbai

* 1Ist Prize, Water Conservation Art, Tehran,
lran (2004)

* Recognitions from Bombay Art Society,
Eastern Foundation of Art & Craft, and Art
Society of India

Through solo exhibitions - notably at World Art Dubai and Pradarshak
Gallery (Mumbai) - he showcases not only visual mastery but also deep
societal commentary. His work doesn’'t merely hang on walls - it stirs
minds, moves hearts, and sparks conversations.

Emotionally, Zakir's paintings offer more than visual delight - they provide
catharsis, connection, and clarity. His use of color, texture, and symbolism
is often described as a form of emotional storytelling - a canvas that
speaks to both the personal and the collective.

“When someone stands in front of my painting and feels seen, or starts to
cry, or questions their worldview - that's when | know I've done my job.
That's the power of art.” - Zakir Husain (Tanha)

In an era where emotional wellness, cross-cultural dialogue, and
economic innovation are critical, Zakir's art becomes more than aesthetic
- it becomes essential. From inspiring young artists in rural India to
energizing the art economy in Dubai and Seoul, Zakir is a visionary
shaping both creative futures and real-world impact.

Connect Zakir Husain Tanha on

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/zakir_husain_tanha/
Saatchi Art: https://www.saatchiart.com/en-ae/zhtanha

Artavita: https://www.artavita.com/artists/10695-zakir-hussain-tanha
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